
 

 

The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts    

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

Available are nursery care, large print bulletins, and an elevator. 
 

 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwitoMmml7vJAhVLNz4KHWz2D9UQjRwICA&url=http://www.pixelib.com/image/second-sunday-of-advent-picture&psig=AFQjCNGa2bvodoLa0G5nKNwLAMlkUvar0A&ust=1449077181720680
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Dec 4, 2016                                                                                10:00 AM 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

“This is a church of the Holy Spirit! Whatever your spiritual disposition - skeptic, seeker, 

follower - we welcome you and pray that you might hear something of the Good News today!” 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE “By Peaceful Streams” arr. Franklin Ritter 
 

WELCOME!  Wendy Reardon 
 

COME TOGETHER, ONE AND ALL, IN THE GIVING SPIRIT. 

GIFTS ABOUND HERE, GREAT AND SMALL, JOYOUSLY WE FEEL IT. 

BLESSING SENT US FROM ABOVE GUIDE US ON OUR WAY. 

WE RAISE OUR VOICE AS WE REJOICE, BOW OUR HEAD AND PRAY. 

A MIRACLE HAS JUST BEGUN.  GOD BLESS US EVERYONE! 
 

*LIGHTING THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE Sue and Nick Perron 
 

Leader: Last Sunday we lit the first candle-the candle of joy.  Today we light the second 

candle, the candle of peace. 

People: Advent is the season when we wait for the news of our Lord Jesus Christ made 

new again in the baby of Bethlehem. 

Leader: We give thanks that through Jesus, God shares peace with us. 

People: May this light remind us always that God is peace!  In the name of Jesus, we 

pray, Amen. 
 

*OPENING SONG #172 “We Three Kings of Orient Are” music by John H. Hopkins 

 Led by JoySpring 
 

Everyone will sing all refrains, and both verses 1 and 5 

Left Side of the Congregation will sing Melchior (verse 2) 

Center Section of the Congregation will sing Caspar (verse 3) 

Right Side of the Congregation will sing Balthazar (verse 4) 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION  Linda Hartley 
 

We are people of worth and value, and we can be transformed by the love of Jesus.  Let us pray, 

putting our trust in the accepting grace of Christ. 
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, forgive us for the things that we have done that we regret, and for the things 

we have failed to do that we regret.  Help us this day to be willing to start anew and afresh 

and to forgive ourselves as You forgive us, as we pray the prayer that our Lord Jesus taught 

us, saying together, 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts)  (We invite you to hold hands with someone if you wish.) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

  SERVICE OF THE WORD AND RESPONSE 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  Let us bring our gifts before God with joy and thanksgiving! 
 

(In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew. Thanks!) 
 

Offertory Choir Anthem “Dona Nobis Pacem” arr. by Harry Robert Wilson 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Glorious God, we dedicate these gifts as an expression of our faith.  May this act of giving 

draw us closer to You and extend a blessing to all who are helped through our sharing. 

Amen. 
 

SERMON SCRIPTURE Luke 1:26-38 (pew Bible page 831) 
 

The angel Gabriel appears to Mary. 
 

DRAMA “The Ghosts of Christmas Past…” 
 

SERMON “Making Peace with our Past” Pastor Paul Sangree   
 

“Lord Jesus, I welcome Your presence in my life.  You are here with me right now, and I give 

this day and all of its challenges to You.” 
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ANTHEM “Even So Come” music by Jess Cates,  

 JoySpring Jason Ingram, and Chris Tomlin 
 

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

We are pleased to announce that starting today, the Communion in our church will be served with 
gluten free bread.   The Deacons 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside rear cover of your hymn book) 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

O God, we give thanks for this open table, and for this meal filled with peace and hope.  We 

pray that Your goodness would give us peace in the days and weeks ahead, to the glory of 

God, Amen. 
 

*CLOSING CAROL #148 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELES 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
     

    BLESSING:   May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
 

    RESPONSE:   GO NOW IN PEACE. 
 

*SUNG BENEDICTION “Go Now in Peace” Natalie Sleeth 
 

Please sing twice in unison, then twice in a round (as directed by the choir). The song ends with 

one more repetition of the bracketed phrase. 
 

[Go now in peace], Go now in peace, 

May the love of God surround you 

Ev’rywhere, ev’rywhere 

You may go. 

*POSTLUDE  JoySpring 
 

Dave Ruberti greeted you this morning and served as liturgist. 

Steve and Cathie Achorn are Deacons of the day. 

Communion servers are John Truesdell, Joan Truesdell, Art Sharkey, Beth Dapolite, Roy Rogers and 

Charlotte Bramley. 
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OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s children, 

and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our doors for the 

community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and adults so that we can 

walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us! 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR DEC 4, 2016 
 

New Prayers: The family of Alec Tagliaferri (good friends of Emily Shea); Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s 

mother). 

Continued Prayers: George Frongillo, friend of the Newtons; Carol Norton (friend of Sue Menzel); Jane 

Kruse; Maciej Moskal; Ted Jaworski’s mother Gina and his sister Liz; Dick Birch; Helena Engberg 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re glad you’re here! 

 

SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on 

the sermon Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation!  

 

NEW TO THE CHURCH? 

Join us for an informal get together next Sunday, Dec. 11
th

 at 11:15 in the Chapel downstairs.  Kids are 

welcome!  Nursery care is provided for those who need it.  See you there! 

 

INTERFAITH GIVING TREE 

Thanks to the generosity of our members and friends, we are happy to report that we have only 28 tags left 

on our Giving Trees.  We have several folks who are planning to take tags or donate money for shopping 

this week, but there may still be a few tags left on Sunday.  Please consider purchasing a gift for a needy 

child instead to honor a special friend, teacher, or loved one.  Think of the people on your list who are 

difficult to shop for or who really do have everything.  They will be touched by your giving in their honor.  
 

Remember all WRAPPED gifts are due back to our Church before NOON on Sunday December 11th.  

TAGS SHOULD BE FIRMLY ATTACHED TO THE OUTSIDE OF EACH WRAPPED GIFT.   
 

If you have any questions, would like to make a donation or help with shopping, or need to make other 

arrangements for your gifts please contact Kathy Reynolds (774-262-4326) kreynolds118@comcast.net.  
 

Thank you! 

Kathy Reynolds and the Missions Team 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:kreynolds118@comcast.net
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BAKERS NEEDED FOR COOKIE WALK – DEC. 18
TH

 

The Annual Cookie Walk fundraiser for the music program will take place immediately following the 

Children's Pageant on Sunday, December 18th at 5:30 pm.  If you need last minute cookies for your guests, 

the cookie walk is a great time to stock up.  Anyone willing to bake a couple dozen cookies or bars (i.e. 

brownies, cranberry bars, turtles) should leave them in the kitchen before the morning service.  Cookies 

should be ready to serve, and labeled (Nuts, No nuts, Gluten free, Sugar free, etc.) 
 

CHANGE IN PRAYER TIME! 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up on 

Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon or Pastor. Thanks! 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP- MONDAY, DEC. 5
TH

  

Christmas Party & Yankee Swap - 6:30 PM.  No program…just fun and fellowship.  An 

evening of fun and relaxation before the “rush”.  Bring a wrapped gift ($10 limit) to swap.  Be 

prepared to laugh and enjoy refreshments from Yummy Mummy. 
 

Mission: Giving Tree (children’s gifts): The Mission Committee will let us know what is needed. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING – SUNDAY DEC 11
TH

 

Come to one of the most popular activities.  People of all ages are invited! It's a great way to spend time 

with our youth and the shut in people enjoy our visits.  Meet in the Vestry at 4:30 PM for Pizza, Caroling at 

5:00 PM.  Bring your Santa hat or reindeer antlers and your jingle bells. Then afterwards we have hot 

chocolate and fellowship.  If you have questions call Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671, or talk to a Parish 

Life Committee Member- Nancy Cook, Leigh Walker, Cathy Purcell, or Linda Borglund. 
 

A CELTIC HARP CONCERT – DEC 15
TH

  

Save the date! Dec. 15
th

 at 7 PM in the Chapel.  All are welcome! Bring a friend, neighbor, loved ones, 

family members and journey back in time:  A Celtic Christmas: Music and stories from Ireland, 

Scotland and the Isle of Man. Performed by Thom Dutton the Troubadour Harper.  

 
DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, January 5th. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

 

GROCERY CARDS  

        2016 Goal:  $10,000               2016    YTD Sales:  $7,651.50.00 

Welcome Here! Join us in fulfilling our commitment to our Church's operation budget for 2016. We will 

need our faithful supporters as well as many new ones to accomplish this goal. How does it work? We 

purchase grocery gift cards in bulk at a discounted rate. We then sell the cards to you at face value. It's 

easy. Stop by our table after worship on Sundays for more information or contact one of us and we will 

deliver them to you. Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 

774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 
 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
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COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

JOIN US FOR PLAYGROUP 

We meet in the nursery downstairs on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00am.  Questions call  

Sandy Horton  508-410-9000  

 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

POINSETTIAS 
 

The Flower Committee is taking orders for poinsettias for display in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 
December 18th. Plants will be delivered to octogenarians and shut-ins.  Send your order and 
check (made out to "The Congregational Church of Westborough" noting Flower Committee on memo 
section) to the church office BY TUESDAY, DEC. 13TH 
 

#________ of plants at $12 each.      $___________ total 
 

Plants are given (please note which) in memory of or in honor of: (Please print clearly) 
 

FOR: 

___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

FROM: 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 

 

mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvfCqhJTPAhVIGD4KHV7DAYYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/handicap/&bvm=bv.133053837,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG69Sn5bMgp_MEiNN32BqeU_nzd-A&ust=1474120324852005
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CALENDAR   DEC 4th  - DEC 11th     
 

Dec 4 Communion Sunday – Advent II 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:30 AM Kids Chimes & Bells 

11:30 AM Deacons/Kerygma Room 

4:30 PM BSA TLC/Kerygma Room 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 

 

Dec 5 Monday  

6:30 PM Women’s Fellowship Yankee Swap/Vestry 

7:00 PM Men’s Group/Chapel 

7:30 PM  AA/Nursery 
 

Dec 6  Tuesday 
9:45 AM  Whitney Place Service 

10:30 AM  Beaumont Service 

11:15 AM  Willow’s Communion 
 

Dec 7 Wednesday 

9:30 AM Called to Care/Kerygma Room 

9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers/Choir Room 

6:00 PM Alpha 

7:00 PM Choir rehearsal 

7:30 PM JoySpring rehearsal 
 

Dec 8  Thursday 

10:00 AM  Worship Planning/Kerygma Room 

11:00 AM  PCC/Fannie Forbes Room 

6:30 PM  BSA/Vestry 
 

Dec 9  Friday  
  Vestry set up House Tour 
 

Dec 10 Saturday  

8 AM-3PM Holiday House Tour Reception/Vestry 

9AM Pageant rehearsal/Sanctuary 
 

Dec 11 Sunday – Advent III (Rev. Elaine preaching) 

9AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:15 AM New Person Get Together/Chapel 

4:30 PM Parish Life Caroling & pizza/Vestry 
5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZvdyx5rzQAhXCwiYKHdqtC8sQjRwIBw&url=http://worldartsme.com/winter-cardinal-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNE19yFFyX_cALwLPRBqb7f3jo3wQA&ust=1479919080615641

